An open letter to Dr. Sheldon Cooper of “The Big Bang Theory” concerning the scientific basis of
astrology.
by Jon Hassinger
Dear Dr. Cooper,
Because I am an enthusiastic fan of the very well written and incredibly funny television series “The Big
Bang Theory,” I have had occasion to hear you repeatedly say that astrology is nonsense or, as you
would put it, hokum.
Your claim is as fictitious as you are. In fact the problem is not that astrology is unbelievable, but that
the scientific community hasn’t caught up with it yet. There are many scientific studies indicating the
validity of astrology, some of which I will list for you. But more importantly, the results point to the need
for much more scientific research.
And when it comes to proof, even the definition of the word “proof” is often in hot contention within
the very community that criticizes astrology as being without proof! By “proof,” I personally mean the
chemist’s definition in which an experiment is routinely repeated thousands of times, then the results
published in a hesitant manner with a shy, squeaky voice and subjected to the inquisition of scowling
peer review over a long period of time, and with so much argument and egos banging and pounding
against each other, that everyone involved secretly gets a little ill when the study is even mentioned.
All of this takes decades, of course, unless we are at war or have some other wildly important need, in
which case lots of money and a great many people get involved and conclusions are much more quickly
reached.
To demonstrate with an example, suppose you wanted to set up a very simple experiment testing
astrology scientifically. In a few old, musty books on the subject, astrology claims the sign Cancer is
“very fruitful” meaning that crops planted when the moon is in this astrological sign will sprout and
grow vigorously. Aries, on the other hand, is referred to as “barren” and will result in fewer and less
enthusiastic crops when planting occurs with the moon in that sign.
Simple enough. So is there any statistically verifiable truth to this claim? You, Dr. Cooper, decide to
sprout some grass seed and see (perhaps you became bored with your luminous goldfish).
To begin with, an enclosed room is required, equipped with heating and air conditioning that will keep
the temperature and humidity constant, a non-varying light source, noise blocking, and all else that will
eliminate variables that could affect the experiment. Using a large pile of Petri dishes, you would
carefully count out grass seed into the dishes, then add an exact amount of distilled water, which is
exactly at room temperature, at the exact moment the moon enters the sign Aries, and more Petri
dishes and seed, doing it again when the moon enters Cancer. Of course your grass seed would be
previously frozen to reduce aging and be thoroughly stirred before being randomly selected to put into
the dishes. After an exact length of time, the sprouted seeds would be photographed, removed,
counted, measured, and the results recorded.

After twenty or thirty years of doing this (I am not exaggerating), suppose you found a significant
difference; that the seeds watered with the moon in Aries yawned and shrugged, but the seeds
“planted” with the moon in Cancer made big plans to push the lid off the Petri dish by growing like
crazy? You would present your findings in a paper to the scientific community for critical review, so
others could perform the same experiment and see if they got the same results.
In your lifetime, Dr. Cooper, it might be acknowledged, though never proven conclusively, that perhaps
grass seed does seem to sprout more vigorously and with a higher germination rate when the moon is in
Cancer, than when in Aries. This is assuming the scientific community pays any attention at all to your
findings.
Basically, this critical review of findings is how science works and I find no fault with being rigorous
before announcing to the world that you think you have a discovery.
However, Dr. Sheldon Cooper, you as a theoretical physicist and a Ph.D. clad scientist have shamed
yourself in not applying this same scientific scrutiny to astrology before stating as absolute fact that it is
“hokum.”
Further, there are some real people out there, not made up characters in a television series, who have
indeed engaged in science in relation to astrology and have found startling evidence (see below)
pointing to the fact that astrology has validity.
You are wrong. Astrology is not “hokum.”
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